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 1

ATTENTION – The Ohio Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology is now 1 
accepting public comment to the proposed changes to continuing education requirements.  2 
Public comments may be submitted in writing to the following address: 3 
 4 
Ohio Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology 5 
ATTN: Rules Committee 6 
77 South High Street, Suite 1659 7 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6108 8 
 9 
Public comments also may be submitted via e-mail to: board@slpaud.ohio.gov 10 
 11 
All public comments will be reviewed and considered by the Rules Committee.   12 
 13 
Public comments may be submitted through March 2012.  Please contact the Board office 14 
at (614) 466-3145 if there are any questions. 15 
 16 

 17 

Chapter 4753-4 Continuing Education 18 

4753-4-01 Continuing education. 19 

(A) A licensee shall earn twenty continuing education hours within the two-year renewal 20 
period immediately preceding the licensee’s renewal application. 21 

(1) One continuing education hour is equivalent to one clock hour of continuing 22 
education. Only actual hours of education activity shall be counted. Lunches, breaks and 23 
other interruptions of the education program shall not count toward the required hours. 24 

(2) Ten continuing education hours shall be acquired in the area of licensure. For a 25 
speech-language pathology license the ten hours shall be specific to the clinical practice 26 
of speech-language pathology; for an audiology license the ten hours shall be specific to 27 
the clinical practice of audiology. Ten continuing education hours may be acquired in 28 
areas related to speech-language pathology or audiology or both, INCLUDING PRACTICE 29 
MANAGEMENT, SUPERVISION, AND ETHICS.   30 

(3) An individual licensed as both an audiologist and speech-language pathologist shall 31 
earn twenty continuing education hours for each license within the two-year period 32 
immediately preceding the licensee’s renewal applications. However, appropriate 33 
continuing education hours may be used for both licenses. Ten continuing education 34 
hours shall be acquired in each area of licensure.  THE TEN CONTINUING 35 
EDUCATION HOURS SHALL BE SPECIFIC TO THE CLINICAL PRACTICE OF 36 
SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND THE OTHER TEN CONTINUING 37 
EDUCATION HOURS SHALL BE SPECIFIC TO THE CLINICAL PRACTICE OF 38 
AUDIOLOGY.  APPROPRIATE CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS MAY BE 39 
ACQUIRED IN AREAS RELATED TO SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY OR 40 
AUDIOLOGY OR BOTH, INCLUDING PRACTICE MANAGEMENT, 41 
SUPERVISION, AND ETHICS AND MAY BE USED FOR BOTH LICENSES. 42 
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(4) A LICENSEE SHALL EARN AT LEAST TWO CLOCK HOURS OF 43 
CONTINUING EDUCATION IN ETHICS IN THE PRACTICE OF SPEECH-44 
LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY OR AUDIOLOGY WITHIN EACH TWO YEAR 45 
RENEWAL PERIOD.  46 

(5) Continuing education hours may not be carried over from one renewal period to the 47 
next and may not be used for more than one renewal or relicensure. 48 

(6) A licensee is not required to obtain continuing education for the first renewal. 49 

(7) An individual who previously held an Ohio license in either speech-language pathology 50 
or audiology must as part of an application for relicensure OR REINSTATEMENT submit 51 
documentation of completing the continuing education hours required, or as approved by 52 
the board. 53 

(8) IF THE LICENSEE PRESENTS EVIDENCE THAT FAILURE TO OBTAIN THE 54 
REQUIRED CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS WAS DUE TO personal illness, 55 
military service or other CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND THE LICENSEE'S CONTROL, 56 
THE BOARD MAY GRANT AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO OBTAIN THE 57 
REQUIRED CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS.  58 
 59 
(9) ANY EXTENSION OF TIME TO COMPLETE THE CONTINUING EDUCATION 60 
REQUIREMENTS WILL BE GRANTED SOLELY AT THE DISCRETION OF THE 61 
BOARD.   IF THE BOARD GRANTS AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO OBTAIN THE 62 
REQUIRED CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS, THE BOARD MAY REQUIRE 63 
THE LICENSEE TO OBTAIN, AS ADDITIONAL CONTINUING EDUCATION 64 
HOURS, NOT MORE THAN TWICE THE NUMBER OF MISSING HOURS IN 65 
ORDER TO RENEW THE LICENSE.  66 
 67 
(10) THE LICENSEE SHALL PROVIDE FULL AND COMPLETE WRITTEN 68 
DOCUMENTATION OF THE GROUNDS SUPPORTING THE REASONS FOR 69 
WHICH AN EXTENSION IS SOUGHT. A LICENSEE WHO REQUESTS AN 70 
EXTENSION OF TIME TO COMPLETE THE REQUIRED HOURS OF 71 
CONTINUING EDUCATION SHALL NOT ENGAGE IN ACTIVE PRACTICE OF 72 
SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND/OR AUDIOLOGY UNTIL THE BOARD 73 
GRANTS THE LICENSEE’S REQUEST FOR EXTENSION AND THE LICENSEE 74 
RECEIVES EXPRESS WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION TO DO SO. 75 
 76 
(A) MILITARY SERVICE EXTENSIONS MAY BE GRANTED ONLY TO A 77 
LICENSEE WHO WAS ABSENT FROM THE UNITED STATES FOR AT LEAST A 78 
MAJORITY OF THE REPORTING PERIOD DUE TO HIS/HER MILITARY 79 
SERVICE COMMITMENT UNDER COMBAT CIRCUMSTANCES OR PURSUANT 80 
TO A STATE OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY. AT A MINIMUM, THE LICENSEE 81 
MUST SUBMIT WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION FROM THE APPROPRIATE 82 
MILITARY AUTHORITIES VERIFYING THE LICENSEE’S MILITARY SERVICE 83 
COMMITMENT AND THE PERIODS DURING WHICH THE COMMITMENT WAS 84 
BEING FULFILLED UNDER A COMBAT OR NATIONAL EMERGENCY STATUS; 85 
THE NUMBER OF HOURS EARNED DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD AND A 86 
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PLAN FOR COMPLETING THE BALANCE OF THE REQUIRED CONTINUING 87 
EDUCATION. 88 
 89 
(B) ILLNESS EXTENSIONS MAY BE GRANTED ONLY TO A LICENSEE WHO 90 
HAS SUFFERED A PERSONAL ILLNESS OR PERSONAL DISABILITY OF A 91 
NATURE AS TO PREVENT HIM/HER FROM ENGAGING IN THE ACTIVE 92 
PRACTICE OF SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND/OR AUDIOLOGY FOR 93 
AT LEAST A MAJORITY OF THE REPORTING PERIOD.  AT A MINIMUM, THE 94 
LICENSEE SHALL PROVIDE THE BOARD WITH WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION 95 
FROM THE LICENSEE’S TREATING PHYSICIAN STATING THE NATURE OF 96 
THE ILLNESS OR DISABILITY, THE PERIOD OF THE ILLNESS OR DISABILITY, 97 
ANY LIMITATIONS ON THE LICENSEE’S ACTIVITIES WHICH RESULTED 98 
FROM THE ILLNESS OR DISABILITY; AND A STATEMENT FROM THE 99 
LICENSEE REPORTING THE NUMBER OF HOURS EARNED IN THE 100 
REPORTING PERIOD AND A PLAN FOR COMPLETING THE BALANCE OF THE 101 
REQUIRED CONTINUING EDUCATION. 102 

(11) THE BOARD MAY REDUCE THE CONTINUING EDUCATION 103 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AN INDIVIDUAL UNDER EXTENUATING 104 
CIRCUMSTANCES.  105 

(B) Continuing education programs: 106 

Continuing education hours may be earned in the following continuing education 107 
experiences: 108 

(1) Academic coursework, including distance learning, in areas of speech-language 109 
pathology or audiology, or both, or related disciplines, taken through accredited colleges 110 
or universities; 111 

(2) LECTURES AND SCHEDULED COURSES OR WORKSHOPS AT LOCAL, 112 
REGIONAL, NATIONAL, OR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES CONCERNING 113 
SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY OR AUDIOLOGY, OR BOTH; 114 

(3) PRESENTATION OR ATTENDANCE AT LECTURES, WORKSHOPS, OR 115 
INSERVICE PROGRAMS; OR  116 

(4) OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES SUCH AS BOOKS, PAPERS, 117 
PUBLICATIONS, OR AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS.  118 

(5) INDEPENDENT STUDY ACTIVITIES.  119 

(A) CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS MAY BE EARNED THROUGH 120 
INDEPENDENT STUDY ACTIVITIES INCLUDING:  121 

(I) PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS WHICH INCLUDE POST-TESTS TO DOCUMENT 122 
COMPLETION;  123 



Public Comment to proposed changes to Ohio Administrative Code Chapter 4753 
Public Comment Through March 2012 

 4

(II) AUDIO OR VIDEO TAPES OF PROGRAMS APPROVED AS A CONTINUING 124 
EDUCATION EXPERIENCE UNDER THIS SECTION WITH A POST-TEST;  125 

(III) INTERNET PROGRAMS APPROVED AS A CONTINUING EDUCATION 126 
EXPERIENCE UNDER THIS SECTION WITH A POST-TEST; OR  127 

(IV) OTHER INDEPENDENT STUDY ACTIVITIES APPROVED BY THE BOARD.  128 

(B) THE LICENSEE SHALL COMPLETE THE POST-TEST SUCCESSFULLY FOR 129 
CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS TO BE GRANTED.  130 

(C) IF PROOF OF PASSING THE POST-TEST IS OBTAINED, THERE IS NO LIMIT 131 
ON THE NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS THAT MAY BE EARNED THROUGH 132 
INDEPENDENT STUDY ACTIVITIES.  133 

(D) A MAXIMUM OF TEN (10) HOURS OF THE REQUIRED TWENTY (20) 134 
HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM INTERNET 135 
PROGRAMS APPROVED AS A CONTINUING EDUCATION EXPERIENCE 136 
UNDER THIS SECTION WITHOUT A POST-TEST.  A MAXIMUM OF TWENTY 137 
(20) HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 138 
INTERNET PROGRAMS APPROVED AS A CONTINUING EDUCATION 139 
EXPERIENCE UNDER THIS SECTION WITHOUT A POST-TEST FOR AN 140 
INDIVIDUAL LICENSED AS BOTH A SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST AND 141 
AUDIOLOGIST. 142 

 143 

(2) Any activity approved for continuing education hours in related disciplines by any 144 
licensure board of the state of Ohio or any other state; 145 

(3) Any activity approved for continuing education in related disciplines by any 146 
department or agency of the state of Ohio or any other state, including any activity 147 
approved for continuing education hours by a local professional development committee 148 
for renewal of a teaching certificate/license issued by the state’s department of education 149 
to practice speech-language pathology or audiology; 150 

(4) Any activity, including distance learning or independent or self-directed study, 151 
approved for continuing education credit by an authorized provider of the “International 152 
Association of Continuing Education and Training”; or 153 

(5) The equivalent as determined by the board. 154 

(C) Documentation of continuing education hours: 155 

(1) Documentation shall be written verification of successful completion by the applicant 156 
or licensee from a board approved continuing education registry or the provider of the 157 
continuing education hours. 158 
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(2) Documentation shall include the name of the continuing education provider, date OF 159 
COMPLETION, subject, DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM AND/OR COURSE OBJECTIVE, 160 
number of clock hours, and attendance of the licensee FROM THE PROVIDER OF THE 161 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM. 162 

(3) Continuing education and documentation may be provided by the following: 163 

(a) Accredited colleges and universities; 164 

(b) Any licensure board of the state of Ohio or any other state or any continuing 165 
education provider approved by any licensure board of the state of Ohio or any other 166 
state in related disciplines; 167 

(c) Any department or agency of the state of Ohio or any other state including local 168 
professional development committees for the Ohio department of education; 169 

(d) The “American-Speech LANGUAGE Hearing Association” or the “American Academy of 170 
Audiology”; 171 

(e) Any activity approved for continuing education in related disciplines by an authorized 172 
“International Association of Continuing Education and Training” provider; 173 

(f) Any continuing education presenter for paragraphs (C)(3)(a) to (C)(3)(d) of this rule; 174 
and 175 

(g) The equivalent as determined by the board. 176 

(4) Licensees shall provide any and all additional information the board may request to 177 
substantiate the continuing education. 178 

(5) Licensees shall retain documentation of continuing education hours for inspection by 179 
the board for four years after the date of renewal. 180 

(D) Continuing education audit: 181 

(1) The board may audit the continuing education of any licensee. 182 

(2) Licensees to be audited shall receive notification of audit from the board. The licensee 183 
being audited shall submit to the board documentation of continuing education hours as 184 
defined by paragraph (C) of this rule. 185 

(3) The board may disapprove continuing education hours and shall notify the licensee of 186 
this action according to the provisions of Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 187 

(4) The failure to comply with an audit notification may, for purposes of disciplinary 188 
action pursuant to section 4753.10 of the Revised Code, be considered to be 189 
unprofessional conduct in the practice of speech-language pathology or audiology and/or 190 
misrepresentation in obtaining or attempting to obtain a license. 191 

(5) The board may disapprove continuing education hours for renewal, relicensure, audit, 192 
or ethical practice and shall notify the applicant or licensee of this action according to the 193 
provisions of Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 194 
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(6) Submission of false statement or documentation of continuing education shall result 195 
in reprimand, probation, suspension, revocation, or refusal to issue or renew a license 196 
according to the provisions of Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 197 

(7) Failure to meet continuing education requirements or failure to substantiate 198 
continuing education hours upon request of the board shall result in reprimand, 199 
probation, suspension, revocation, or refusal to issue or renew a license according to the 200 
provisions of Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 201 

(8) IF A LICENSEE SUBMITS THE RENEWAL FORM AFTER THE EXPIRATION 202 
DATE, THE BOARD SHALL ASSESS A LATE FEE AND MAY AUDIT THE 203 
LICENSEE. 204 

(E) CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDIT PROCEDURES.  205 

(1) AT EACH RENEWAL PERIOD, THE BOARD SHALL AUDIT UP TO 10 206 
PERCENT OF THE RENEWAL APPLICATIONS IN EACH AREA OF LICENSURE.  207 

(2) THE BOARD MEMBERS SHALL BE AUDITED FOR THE REQUIRED 208 
CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS.  209 

(3) THE BOARD SHALL SEND NOTIFICATION OF AUDIT TO LICENSEES TO BE 210 
AUDITED.  211 

(4) THE LICENSEE BEING AUDITED SHALL SUBMIT TO THE BOARD A 212 
REPORT OF THE CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS REQUIRED FOR 213 
RENEWAL ALONG WITH THE APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTATION.  214 

 215 

Effective: 12/10/2007 216 

R.C. 119.032 review dates: 09/12/2007 and 12/01/2012 217 

Promulgated Under: 119.03 218 

Statutory Authority: 4753.05 219 

Rule Amplifies: 4753.09 220 

Prior Effective Dates: 9-10-94; 1-1-99; 9-1-03; 8-23-04 221 

 222 


