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Speech-language pathologists and audiologists employed by schools are required to be 
licensed through the Ohio Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology. The law 
requiring that school speech-language pathologists and audiologists obtain a state board 
license went into effect January 1, 2002. This license is required in addition to the Ohio 
Department of Education certificate.  Since many of you have only had your board 
license for about 2 years, we thought we would address several topics that will be of 
interest to you. 
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The Ohio Board renews license every other year, on even years. This year is a renewal 
year and is the first year you will be able to renew your license online. You should 
receive a letter the beginning of September that will give you a password and directions 
on how to renew your license on line. If you choose not to renew on line, you will receive 
a renewal application through the mail in November. Either way, your renewal 
application must be postmarked on or before December 31st, 2004 to be considered 
timely. A late renewal fee of $150 will be charged for any renewals postmarked or 
received on line after December 31st, 2004.  For most of you, this will be your second 
renewal. Twenty hours of continuing education is required for each renewal, except your 
very first renewal. The renewal application will ask you to attest that you have completed 
the required twenty hours of continuing education. You do not need to submit continuing 
education verifications with your application. There will be an audit of continuing 
education in the spring. If you receive an audit letter, you will need to provide your 
continuing education verifications at that time.  
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It appears many speech-language pathologists working in schools perform hearing 
services along with the speech-language pathology duties they provide. Speech-language 
pathologists are limited, by law, as to the hearing services they can provide. Speech-
language pathologists can perform pure tone air conduction screening, acoustic reflex 
screening, and tympanometry screening limited to a pass/fail determination for the 
identification of individuals with other disorders of communication. “Pure tone air 
conduction screening” means a pass/fail procedure performed at 20 dB HL at the 
frequencies of 1000, 2000, and 4000 Hz. Verbal or written indications or descriptive 
statements about the results of a screening shall be limited to whether the individual 
passed or failed the screening procedure. It has been brought to the Board’s attention that 
some years back, before school speech-language pathologists were required to have a 
state board license, they were trained and given information by the Ohio Department of 
Health on how to perform hearing testing. The Ohio Board laws allow speech-language 
pathologists to perform only hearing screenings as stated above.  For more information 
on audiologic screenings, see Ohio Administrative Code 4753-6-01, which is posted on 
our website.  
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If you have any questions regarding your state board license, please check our web site at 
http://slpaud.ohio.gov
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