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                       WHO IS ON THE BOARD? 

The eight members of the Board of Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology are appointed by the Governor and 
confirmed by the Senate to serve for three-year terms.  The 
Board sets the policies and procedures for the administration 
and enforcement of the Speech-Language Pathology and 
Audiology Practice Act (Chapter 4753, Ohio Revised Code), 
approves applicants for licensure, enacts rules that set 
continuing education course requirements, the Code of Ethics, 
and fees for licensure, and disciplines licensees for violations of 
the Practice Act and rules.  As of September 27, 2002, the 
members of the Board are as follows: 
 
Member         Term   

Debra Abel, Au.D.,  A   9/27/02   9/26/05 

Ann Glaser, M.S., SLP   9/27/00   9/26/03 

Judith Harvey, Ph.D., Public Mem.  9/27/01   9/26/04  

Jane M. Kukula, Au.D.,  A                9/27/01   9/26/04 

Carol Leslie, Ph.D., SLP   9/27/01   9/26/04 

Patrick Mangino, M.A., A                9/27/01   9/26/04 

Cindy Satterfield, M.A., SLP  9/27/00   9/26/03 

Ann Shotwell, Public Mem.  9/27/01   9/26/04 

Board meetings are open to the public!  The agenda includes  
a time for public comments at the beginning of each meeting. 

 

 

 

CHANGED YOUR NAME/ADDRESS? 
You must report name and/or address changes to the 
Board in writing within 30 days of the change.  You 
may report the change via e-mail at: 
            Deborah.Howard@slpaud.state.oh.us 
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Common Renewal Application Errors 
Not notifying the Board of an address change.  This 
error is compounded when you do not have an active 
forwarding request on file at your old post office.  The 
Board sends any and all communications to you at the 
address you have reported to us.  Therefore, licensees 
are required to notify the Board of an address change 
within 30 days of the change.  Chances are, if you fail to 
notify the Board of an address change you will not get 
your renewal application and you will end up practicing 
on an expired license. Practice on an expired license is 
unlicensed practice.  It will most likely lead to disciplinary 
action by the Board, with your unlicensed practice also 
being reported to Medicare and Medicaid officials. 

Mailing the completed application near Christmas.  
As it gets closer to Christmas the mail gets slower due to 
the sheer volume of mail the post office must handle.  
Remember, the earlier you mail your completed 
application the earlier you will get your renewed license! 

Mailing the completed application on December 31st.  
Yes, it is true that an application postmarked December 
31st is considered to be “on time.”  But, sometimes mail 
placed in a mailbox on December 31st ends up being 
postmarked on January 2nd.  A postmark later than 
December 31st will result in your owing the $50 late fee 
and not being able to practice during the time your 
application is pending.  

 Assuming that your employer will mail in the 
application for you.  It is a nice benefit when an 
employer pays your licensure fees.  However, the person 
responsible for actually writing the check may be off for 
the holidays!  Also, it is not uncommon for checks from 
employers to be written for the wrong amount, which 
delays processing.  Most importantly, if the employer 
mails your renewal application late, you will be charged 
the $50 late fee and will not be able to practice during 
the time your application is pending. 

Failing to complete the application, including failing to 
sign the application or enclosing the fee. 

Assuming that you can receive an immediate 
turnaround on renewal if you “walk-in” your 
application.  All applications walked-in to the Board will 
be processed just like an application that is mailed in.  
There is no mechanism for expedited processing! 



  
  

 

 

Let’s talk about Licensure 

 
Why do I need a license to practice speech-
language pathology or audiology? 
A license is a document that authorizes the holder to 
engage in a specific activity, which activity without the 
license is illegal.  For example, consider these three 
kinds of licenses in Ohio and determine how they are 
similar.  
 

- A license to practice speech-language 
pathology or audiology issued by the 
Board of Speech-Language Pathology and 
Audiology 

- A drivers license issued by the Ohio 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles 

- A license to sell alcohol issued by the 
Division of Liquor Control, Ohio 
Department of Commerce   

 
The similarity is that engaging in the particular activity 
is illegal unless the individual holds a current, valid 
license.  Just as it is illegal for John Doe to operate a 
motor vehicle if he has never held a driver’s license or 
is driving on an expired license or for ABC Grocer to 
sell alcohol without a current, valid license, it is illegal 
for Jane Doe to practice as either a speech-language 
pathologist or audiologist without a current, valid 
license issued by the Board.   

What gives the state the authority to regulate who 
engages in a profession? 
The regulation of professions, like the regulation of 
motor vehicle operators and alcohol venders, is 
generally based upon the State’s police powers.  The 
purpose of professional regulation is to protect the 
public and consumers of the professional services 
from the harm that can be caused by unqualified or 
unethical practitioners. 
 
To protect the public and consumers of speech-

language pathology and/or audiology services, the 
Ohio legislature enacted the Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology Practice Act, Chapter 4753 
of the Ohio Revised Code.  The Practice Act includes 
definitions of the practices, requirements for licensure 
and renewal, and the creation of the Board to enforce 
and administer the Practice Act.     

Once I have my license from the Board am I 
authorized to practice anywhere I want? 
Technically, yes.  A license from the Board authorizes 
the holder to engage in the particular profession 
anywhere in Ohio.  However, particular employers may 
require other certification as well.  If you want to 
practice in Ohio schools, you must obtain certification 
from the Ohio Department of Education as well as hold 
the Board license.  Some other employers require 
certification from ASHA as well as the Board license.   
Remember, though, that the reverse is not true: 
Holding ASHA or Ohio Department of Education 
certification authorizes you to practice nowhere in 
Ohio unless you also hold the Board license. 
 
Is anyone allowed to practice speech-language 
pathology or audiology in Ohio without a Board 
license? 
Yes, there are limited exemptions from licensure.  
Here are two examples: A practitioner who practices 
only as an employee of a federal agency does not 
need to hold a Board license.  A resident of another 
state may, upon registration with the Board, practice in 
Ohio for not more than thirty consecutive days under 
specific conditions.  

Calendar of Events 
November 6, 2002 – Board Meeting 
 
December 4, 2002 – Board Meeting 
 
December 31, 2002 – All Speech-Language 
Pathology, Audiology, and aide licenses expire 

Who You Going to Call? 
The Board office staff can be reached at 614/466-3145.  
Here is a listing of Board staff by areas of responsibility: 
 
Licensing and Professional Experience Year questions - 
 Patricia Turner, Licensing Administrator  
 
Investigations, continuing education, written licensure 
verification, and business filings -  
 Doug Hart, Investigator 
 
License verifications, name/address changes, renewal, and 
duplicate licenses –  
 Deborah Howard, Administrative Assistant 
 
Scope of practice and licensure issues – 
 Sallie Debolt, Executive Director 
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