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The Common Sense Initiative was established by Executive Order 2011-01K and placed 

within the Office of the Lieutenant Governor. Under the CSI Initiative, agencies should 

balance the critical objectives of all regulations with the costs of compliance by the 

regulated parties.  Agencies should promote transparency, consistency, predictability, and 

flexibility in regulatory activities. Agencies should prioritize compliance over punishment, 

and to that end, should utilize plain language in the development of regulations.  

 

 

Regulatory Intent 

1. Please briefly describe the draft regulation in plain language.   

Please include the key provisions of the regulation as well as any proposed amendments. 

This proposed amendment would require licensed speech-language pathologists and 

audiologists to complete two hours of continuing education related to ethics. 

  



 

 

- 2 - 

2. Please list the Ohio statute authorizing the Agency to adopt this regulation. 

Ohio Revised Code 4753.05 

 

3. Does the regulation implement a federal requirement?   Is the proposed regulation 

being adopted or amended to enable the state to obtain or maintain approval to 

administer and enforce a federal law or to participate in a federal program?  

If yes, please briefly explain the source and substance of the federal requirement. 

This proposed rule does not implement a federal requirement. 

 

4. If the regulation includes provisions not specifically required by the federal 

government, please explain the rationale for exceeding the federal requirement. 

N/A 

 

5. What is the public purpose for this regulation (i.e., why does the Agency feel that there 

needs to be any regulation in this area at all)? 

The purpose of continuing education is to ensure licensees maintain and develop their 

competency in the practice of speech-language pathology and audiology for consumer 

protection. 

 

6. How will the Agency measure the success of this regulation in terms of outputs and/or 

outcomes? 

The Board will use its continuing education tracking system and audit processes to measure 

the success of this proposed regulation.  The continuing education tracking system and audit 

process will ensure that licensees have completed the ethics requirements. 

 

 

Development of the Regulation 

7. Please list the stakeholders included by the Agency in the development or initial review 

of the draft regulation.   

If applicable, please include the date and medium by which the stakeholders were initially 

contacted. 

This proposed amendment was distributed via e-mail for public comment to all licensees and 

the state and national associations in speech-language pathology and audiology in 2012 and 



 

 

- 3 - 

2013.  The proposed was posted to the Board’s website for public comment.  In addition, the 

Board communicated information about the proposed ethics requirement via the eNewsletter, 

i.e., (Winter Quarter, Feb. 2012, Vol. 4, Issue 1; Summer Quarter, August 2012, Vol. 4, Issue 

2; Spring Quarter, June 2013, Vol. 5, Issue 1; Summer Quarter, August 2013, Vol. 5, Issue 2; 

Winter Quarter, January 2014, Vol. 6, Issue 1.  The Board sought feedback regarding this 

proposed rule during board presentations at the following state and regional conferences: 

Ohio Speech-Language Hearing Association Annual Conference – March 2012 and 2013; 

Ohio School Speech Pathology Educational Audiology Coalition – October 2012 and 2013; 

SLP Supervisory Network – December 2012; Ohio Academy of Ohio Annual Conference – 

February 2013; Northwest Ohio Speech-Language Hearing Association Regional Conference 

– April 2013. 

8. What input was provided by the stakeholders, and how did that input affect the draft 

regulation being proposed by the Agency? 

Input received from stakeholder groups and licensees was overall supportive of the proposed 

ethics requirement.  The main concerns related to availability of appropriate programs and 

cost.  The Board initially proposed making this provision a requirement in February 2013 

when the continuing education requirements were amended at that time.  Due to the input 

received regarding the proposed ethics requirement, the Board determined that the effective 

date for the ethics requirement would be January 1, 2015.  By setting the effective date of 

this rule to January 1, 2015, this allowed the Board to accomplish to goals: 1. the Board used 

the extended period for public comment to inform licensees about the purpose for having an 

ethics requirement in the professions; and 2. it would give licensees two years, i.e., January 

1, 2015 – December 31, 2016, to complete two hours in ethics.  In addition, based on the 

input, the Board determined that it would not increase the number of continuing education 

hours already required, which is twenty hours; consequently, the proposed rule would require 

that two of the twenty required hours be related to ethics. 

9. What scientific data was used to develop the rule or the measurable outcomes of the 

rule?  How does this data support the regulation being proposed? 

While the following may not constitute scientific data, the Board researched other related 

licensure boards across the country, and determined that in 2012, there were two states that 

required ethics as part of their continuing education requirements, i.e., Texas and Wisconsin.  

In 2013, at least one other state added this requirement to their continuing education rules, 

i.e., Kentucky.  Based on discussions held among licensure boards at the national level which 

participate in the National Council of State Boards of Examiners for Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology (NCSB), the Board anticipates a national trend towards an ethics 

requirement for continuing education.  
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10. What alternative regulations (or specific provisions within the regulation) did the 

Agency consider, and why did it determine that these alternatives were not 

appropriate?  If none, why didn’t the Agency consider regulatory alternatives? 

The Board believes this question is not applicable in this situation because the proposed 

amendment addresses a fundamental component, i.e. continuing education, which ensures the 

continued professional competency of licensed professionals. 

 

11. Did the Agency specifically consider a performance-based regulation? Please explain. 

Performance-based regulations define the required outcome, but don’t dictate the process 

the regulated stakeholders must use to achieve compliance. 

The Board believes this question is not applicable in this situation because the proposed 

amendment addresses a fundamental component, i.e. continuing education, which ensures the 

continued professional competency of licensed professionals. 

 

12. What measures did the Agency take to ensure that this regulation does not duplicate an 

existing Ohio regulation?   

To the extent that the Office of CSI deems this question applicable, the Board’s Rules 

Committee takes into account whether its proposed rules are addressed in existing Ohio 

regulation.  This rule is unique to the professions of speech-language pathology and 

audiology; therefore, the Board is the only entity that is authorized to regulate the continuing 

education requirements for speech-language pathology and audiology. 

 

13. Please describe the Agency’s plan for implementation of the regulation, including any 

measures to ensure that the regulation is applied consistently and predictably for the 

regulated community. 

The Board plans to implement the proposed amendment beginning January 1, 2015, which 

will be the beginning of the 2015-2016 practice period.  Licensees will have two years to 

complete their twenty hours of continuing education, of which two hours must be related to 

ethics.  A percentage of licensees would be audited for compliance of the new requirement 

beginning in March 2017.    

 

 

 

  



 

 

- 5 - 

Adverse Impact to Business 

14. Provide a summary of the estimated cost of compliance with the rule.  Specifically, 

please do the following: 

a. Identify the scope of the impacted business community; 

As of January 2014, there were approximately 980 licensed audiologists and 6,600 licensed 

speech-language pathologists who are governed by the continuing education requirements.  

These licensees practice in a diverse group of work settings, such as schools, hospitals, 

rehabilitation centers, private practice, skilled nursing facilities, community-based clinics, 

etc.  

 

b. Identify the nature of the adverse impact (e.g., license fees, fines, employer time 

for compliance); and 

The Board does not anticipate that the proposed amendment will increase the adverse impact 

caused by the overall continuing education rule.  The required two hours related to ethics 

does not increase the number of continuing education hours, which is presently twenty.  

Completing continuing education hours may cost money and require time away from the 

practice.  However, the ethics requirement may be completed via web-based programs and 

self-study activities; therefore, licensees will have opportunities to complete their ethics 

requirement in a variety of ways, without detrimental adverse impact. 

 

  

c. Quantify the expected adverse impact from the regulation.  

The adverse impact can be quantified in terms of dollars, hours to comply, or other 

factors; and may be estimated for the entire regulated population or for a 

“representative business.” Please include the source for your information/estimated 

impact. 

In terms of the overall rule for continuing education, the adverse impact from this regulation 

consists of costs to complete the continuing education and time.  However, during its 

research, the Board identified several programs available online at a reasonable cost.  

Consequently, licensees will have opportunities to complete this continuing education 

requirement with minimal adverse impact.   

 

15. Why did the Agency determine that the regulatory intent justifies the adverse impact to 

the regulated business community? 

The Board believes the regulatory intent for continuing education justifies the adverse impact 

to the regulated business community because ultimately licensees are maintaining their 

competency.  The regulated profession of speech-language pathology and audiology, as with 

other regulated professions in the health field, changes on a regular basis.  Continuing 
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education requirements ensure that consumers are receiving appropriate services from 

competent professionals.  An ethics requirement will enhance professional competency and 

ensure that consumers are protected from ethical conflicts.  

 

Regulatory Flexibility 

16. Does the regulation provide any exemptions or alternative means of compliance for 

small businesses?  Please explain. 

The proposed amendment does not provide any exemption or alternative means of 

compliance for small business.  This rule applies to all licensed speech-language pathologists 

and audiologists and requires two of the twenty hours of continuing education be related to 

ethics.  Licensees may request an exemption to this requirement for good cause shown, such 

as military service, illness, or other extenuating circumstances.  Accordingly, the Board 

maintains that the proposed amendment offers flexibility for small businesses, without the 

need for any additional exemptions.   

 

17. How will the agency apply Ohio Revised Code section 119.14 (waiver of fines and 

penalties for paperwork violations and first-time offenders) into implementation of the 

regulation? 

To the extent that Ohio Revised Code section 119.14 is applicable to this proposed 

amendment, the Board’s Investigative Review Group always considers the special 

circumstances presented by first-time offenders and for paperwork violations on a case-by-

case basis. 

 

 

18. What resources are available to assist small businesses with compliance of the 

regulation? 

The Board’s laws and rules governing the practice of speech-language pathology and 

audiology (Ohio Revised Code and Administrative Code Chapters 4753) are available on our 

website.  In addition, the Board provides updates regarding its laws and rules via the 

eNewsletter.  The Board maintains a listserv which interested parties may join to receive 

these updates.  Ethics related programs are available from a variety of resources, with many 

offered online.  The Board may also approve programs offered by employers to its licensees.  

Contingent on the Board’s budget and resources, it will also provide ethics related 

presentations to employers to assist with compliance.  

 


